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TAGS: PFOR, XF, TS 

SUBJECT: BOURGUIBA ON SINAI II 

1 LE MONDE OF NOVEMBER 1, CARRIES THE FOLLOWING EX- 
CHANGE ON SINAI II BETWEEN JOURNALIST PHILIPPE HERREMAN 
AND PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA. 

2. HERREMAN: "I BELIEVE THAT YOU HAVE NOT YET TAKEN A 
PUBLIC POSITION ON THE ISRAELI-EGYPTIAN AGREEMENT OF 
SEPTEMBER 1. DO YOU THINK IT IS A STEP TOWARD PEACE?" 

3. BOURGUIBA: "THAT DEPENDS. SADAT TELLS US THAT IT 
IS A STEP, A STAGE. I AM IN FAVOR OF A POLICY OF STAGES. 

HE TELLS US THAT THERE WILL BE OTHER STAGES. THERE IS 
NO REASON NOT TO BELIEVE IT. IF THERE ARE NONE, THEN 
IT WOULD BE VERY BAD FOR SYRIA, FOR THE PALESTINIANS 
AND EVEN FOR EGYPT. WE MUST THUS WAIT AND SEE. IF 
THERE IS A WITHDRAWAL WITH SYRIA, THAT WILL BE A (FAVOR- 
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THAT MEANS EGYPT IS QUITTING THE GAME. EGYPT MUST NOT 
GIVE THE IMPRESSION OF MAKING A SEPARATE PEACE WITH 
ISRAEL. BUT I DARE NOT MAKE A JUDGMENT ABOUT PRESIDENT 
SADAT. HE IS A MAN WHO MADE WAR, WHILE I AM VERY FAR 
AWAY. FINALLY, AMERICA NOW SEEMS TO WISH TO TAKE SMALL 
STEPS TOWARD A SOLUTION." 
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